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Colonial Angels: Narratives of Gender and Spirituality in Mexico, 1580-1750.

By Elisa Sampson Vera Tudela. (Austin: The University of Texas Press, 2000.
xv + 202 pp. Illustration, appendixes, notes, bibliography, index. $30.00
cloth, $16.95 paper.)
Elisa Sampson Vera Tudela' s Colonial Angels explores the female
convents of New Spain as spaces of cultural transformation and exchange. It
is the first book-length discussion of the dynamic relationship between such
cultural transformation and changes in the related writing practices. The
central Old World genre whose transformation underlies the book's five
chapters is hagiography, a preferred form for representing feminine piety.
Sampson's research juxtaposes archival manuscripts and published
works, including chronicles of foundation, spiritual autobiographical
writings, biographies, priestly testimonies, letters and Inquisition documents.
In a valuable sixty-two-page appendix, she provides in partial form several of
the studied texts with her English translations. These writings provide a
unique source for understanding the complex process of cultural transforma
tion and exchange in the everyday life of New Spain. The author's other
primary focus is the relationship between writing nuns and their male
counterparts. Throughout, she discusses convincing evidence of the com
plexity of both cultural transformation and gender relationships, rejecting
notions of simple imposition or control.
The book opens with spiritual and physical journeys from Spain to
the New World by nuns whose wanderings break their prescribed enclosure.
Where hagiography removes nuns from the world and organizes meaning
through themes such as good and evil, spiritual growth, and martyrdom, the
representation of travel produces a more historicized narrative influenced by

